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I. Introduction

Kwanzaa is a (non-heroic and non-religious) African American
holiday created in Los Angeles, California in 1966 by Dr. Maulana
Karenga, a Professor of Black Studies at California State
University, Long Beach. The holiday has grown from a cultural idea
and expression of a dedicated few to a national and international
celebration celebrated by an estimated 12 million people. The
holiday is a synthesis of African and African American history and
culture which uses seven core principles (unity, self-
determination, collective work and responsibility, cooperative
economics, purpose, creativity, faith) to highlight the end of the
harvest season in traditional African societies. The celebration
begins on December 26 and ends seven days later on January 1 of
each year.

Although Kwanzaa has been in existence for over twenty years, many
don't know of its existence or have only recently learned of its
existence. There are many reasons for this, however, the chief
reason seems to be that since its genesis was via community-based
organizations, general information about the holiday remained with
them until they began publishing and distributing printed
information in the 1970's. After this period, the national press
(mainly newspapers) and the electronic media began reporting the
dynamics of the holiday.

To my knowledge, this is the first longitudinal bibliography on
Kwanzaa. It consists of 145 selected entries arranged in eight
topical sections: (1) Audiovisual; (2) Books; (3) Children's
Activity Materials; (4) Children's Literature; (5) Newsletters; (6)
Newspapers; (7) Magazines; and (8) Unpublished Works at the Library
of Congress. It is designed to provide a bibliographic
introduction to Kwanzaa, illustrate its first twenty year (1969-
1989) bibliographic history, and (hopefully) spark interest in the
idea of developing a (local, national international) Kwanzaa
bibliographic network/database interest-group to explore this
unique African American holiday.

1

4



II. Audiovisual

African Cooperative Enterprises. African American Holiday of
Kwanzaa. Los Angeles, CA : African Cooperative Enterprises,
1988. VHS : 50 min.

Khaliz, Abiodun, dir. prod. (co-producer Vicenta Juarba), writer.
Kwanzaa : The Gathering of a People. Philadelphia : Kuumba
Baraza, Inc. and Capital Cities Communications, Inc., WPVI -TV,
1982 (Distributed by Black Filmmakers Foundation, New York).
16 mm : 47 min.

Reston Community Television. Kwanzaa : An Afro-American Festival.
Reston, VA : Sylvestine C. Watkins Co., 1982. VHS : 29 min.

Sierra, Sali and Sandra Jackson-Opoku. Kwanzaa. A New Afro
American Holiday (film strip, sound cassette, teacher data
sheet). Chicago : Society for Visual Education, Inc., 1986.

III. Books

Afram Associates, Inc. Kwanzaa Directory. Harlem, N.Y. : The
Associates, 1973.

Branch, John C. A Story of Kwanza : Black Afrikan Holy Days. New
York : Afrikan Poetry Theater, 1977.

Collymore, Emily J. Kwanzaa : The African American Cultural
Celebration Festival Jubilee. December 26 to January 1. New
York : Emily J. Collymore, 1979.

Collymore, Emily J. Kwanzaa (What? Where? Who? How? When?,
Why?). Morehead City, N.C. : Emily J. Collymore Pub., 1981.

Congress of African People. Kwanzaa--The First Fruits : An African
holiday. Chicago : Institute of Positive Education, 1973;
1972.

East Publications. First Book of Kwanzaa. Brooklyn, N.Y. : East
Publications, 1975.

Humphrey, Imani. First Fruits : A Family Guide for Celebrating
Kwanza. Highland Park, Michigan : Affirmative Services, 1984.

Institute of Positive Education. Kwanzaa the First Fruits : An
African Holiday. Chicago, 1979.

Karenga, Maulana. The African American Holiday of Kwanzaa : A
Celebration of Family. Community & Culture. Los Angeles :

University of Sankore Press, 1988.
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Karenga, Maula
Happiness.

na. Kwanzaa : May Your Holiday be with Much
Los Angeles : Kawaida Publications, 1976.

Karenga, M. Ro
Angeles :

n. Kwanzaa : Origin. Concepts. Practice. Los
Kawaida Publications, 1977.

Kwanza Celebrants. Kwanza Handbook. Palo Alto, California : The
Kwanza Celebrants, 1977.

McClester, Cedric. Kwanzaa : Everything You Always Wanted to Know
Put Didn't_Know Where To Ask. New York : Gumbs & Thomas,
1985.

Madhubuti, Haki R. Kwanzaa : A Progressive and Uplifting African
American Holiday. Chicago : Third World Press, 1972, 1987.

Makinya, Sister (H. Smith). Kwanza. Berkeley, CA : Educational
Services Associates, Inc., 1969.

IV. Children's Activity Materials

Anancostia Neighborhood Museum. The Kwanza Kit. Washington, D.C.
: Smithsonian Institution, 1976, 1978.

Banks, Valerie J.R. Kwanzaa Coloring Book. Los Angeles : Sala
Enterprises, 1985.

Blakely, Nora B. "Kwanza Advent Calendar." Ebony Jr., Dec. 1984,
pp8-9.

Carter, Aminta B. "Kwanza Match." Ebony Jr., Dec. 1981, p.11.

Harris, Tom. "Great Gifts to Make and Give for Christmas and
Kwanza." Ebony Jr., Dec. 1974, pp.10-13.

Julian, Bea. "Counting Kwanzaa." Ebony Jr., Dec. 1984, pp.34-36.

Julian, Bea. "Kwanza Words to Live and Learn By." Ebony Jr.,
Dec. 1980, pp.39-40.

Julian, Bea. "Make a Kwanzaa Keepsake." Ebony Jr., Dec. 1984,
pp.22-23.

"Kwanza Card Kit." Ebony Jr., Dec. 1975, pp.4-5.

"Make Pop-Up Kwanzaa Cards for Holiday Greetings." ebony Jr., Dec.
1982, p.32.

"Making Kwanzaa Gifts from Africa." ebony Jr., Dec. 1983, p.12.
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Sims, Guy A. The Kwanzaa Kids Learn the Seven Principles.
Philadelphia, PA : Black Family Rituals Publications, 1984.

Solwazi, Kemisole, ed. West Fresno School District Newsletter,
vol.IV, no.2 Dec-Jan 1980-81. "African-American History :

Kwanza (The Meaning of Kwanza, A Kwanza Collage, Yam Race,
Make a Kinara)." pp.8-11.

Sun Ship Communications. What Kwanzaa Means : A Coloring Book for
Children. Buffalo : New York, 1978, 1982.

Zulu, Baba El and Mama Almasi. Ujamaa's Kwanzaa Kitabu.
Washington, D.C. : Ujamaa Liberation Child Center, Ujamaa
Shop, n.d.

Zulu, Mama Almasi. Kwanzaa with Jawanza and Akina.
D.C. : Ujamaa Press, 1978.

V. Children's Literature

Washington,

Carter, Aminta B. "The History of Kwanzaa." Ebony Jr., Dec. 1982,
p.10.

Carter, Aminta B. "Kwanzaa Symbols." Ebony Jr., Dec. 1982, p.11.

Fufuka, Karama. "The Seven Lessons of Kwanza." Ebony Jr., Dec.
1975, pp.34-35.

Fufuka, Karama. "What is Kwanza Anyway?" Ebony Jr., Dec. 1976,
pp.26-27.

"Happy Kwanzaa

Julian, Bea.

." Ebony Jr., Dec. 1983, p.11.

"Aurelia Kamali's Kwanza Christmas Story." Ebony
1981, pp.42-45.

Julian, Bea. "It's Kwanza Time." Ebony Jr., Dec. 1983, p.10.

Julian, Bea. "Seven Principles of Kwanza Help Build Ivory Coast."
Ebony Jr., Dec. 1979, pp.12-13.

King, Renee. "Jumoke Saves the World." ebony Jr., Dec. 1979,
pp.16-18.

"Kwanza Greetings." ebony Jr., Dec. 1981, pp.9-10.

Lewis, Mary. "A Holiday Message for You." ebony Jr., Dec. 1979,
p.19, 47.

Madhubuti, Safisha L. The Story of Kwanza. Chicago : Third World
Press, 1977.
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Mathis, Sharen Bell. "Kwanza Feast." Ebony Jr., Dec. 1973, pp.46-
47, 62.

Poinsett, Norma R. "Gifts of Love." Ebony Jr., Dec. 1974, pp.16-
20.

Thompson, Barbara R. "A Handbook for Kwanza." Fbony Jr., Dec.
1978, pp.35-37.

Turner, Glennette T. "Take a Walk in Their Shoes." ebony Jr.,
Dec. 1984, p.41.

Walter, Mildred Pitts. Have a Happy. New York : Lothrop, Lee &
Shepard Books, 1989.

VI. Newsletters

De Loach, Marva. "From the Chair." Black Caucus Newsletter
(American Library Association), vol. XVI, no. 3, Dec. 1987,
p.2.

Ferdinand, Daphne and Ukali Mwendo. "Kwanzaa 1978-79."
Atacliana/Black Community Organization Communique (New Orleans,
LA), May 1979, pp.5-7.

"Kwanza and Anokwalei Enyo (Two Relative Truths)." Pan African
Communications Committee Newsletter (Fresno, CA), 1978, pp.12-
13.

"Kwanza, Our First Fruits." pan African Communications Committee
Newsletter (Fresno, CA), 1978, p.11.

"Kwanzaa : African-American Cultural Holiday." Schomburg Center
Journal (New York, N.Y.), vol. 7, no. 3, 1988, p.7.

Mwendo, Nilma. "Kwanzaa Editorial." Ahidiana/Black Community
grganization Communique (New Orleans, LA), May 1979, pp.7-10.

VII. Newspapers

Bailey, Marilyn. "Bay Area Blacks Join in
Holiday." Oakland Tribune, Dec. 30, 1986,

Bailey, Marilyn. "Kwanzaa : Afro-American
pakland Tribune, December 26, 1982, pp.E1,

Special
p.A8.

Holiday
E5.

Cultural

Evolves."

"Bay Area Communities Celebrate Kwanzaa." California Voice,
vol.67, no.42, Dec. 19, 1986, pp.1-2.
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"Blacks to Celebrate African Heritage Holiday." New York Times,
December 25, 1984, p.A15.

"Blacks to Celebrate 7-Day Holiday Honoring African Heritage." New
York Times, December 26, 1984, p.A15.

"Burchell, Felicia Leduff. "Local Committee Plans Kwanzaa
Celebration." Greater Baton Rouge Metro, vol.2, no.8,
December 1985.

Campbell, Barbara. "Harlem Pupils Get Early Start on Kwanza." New
York Times, December 20, 1972, p.47.

Carroll, Pam. "Celebrating an African Companion to Christmas."
Washington Post, December 24, 1987, pp.DC1, 3.

Charles, Harold E. "Kwanzaa." Chicago Defender, December 1, 1984,
p.21.

Charles, Harold E. "Practicing Kwanzaa All Year." Chicago
Defender, December 20, 1986, p.14.

Charles, Harold E. "The Principles of Kwanzaa." Chicago Defender,
December 8, 1984, p.15.

Charles, Harold E. "To Use Kwanzaa Principles in Schools."
ChicactO Defender, December 24, 1983, p.9.

Charles, Henrietta. "Kwanzaa: A Celebration Unique to Black
Americans." The Fresno Bee, December 26, 1982, p.C2.

Coble, Kenneth P. "RAP, Inc. Celebrates Holiday of Principles."
Washington Post, December 29, 1988, p.DC3.

Cummings, Judith. "City Blacks Begin Fete of Kwanza." New York
Times, December 27, 1973, p.41.

Dent, Skye. "Kwanzaa : A Black Holiday of Unity." Oakland
Tribune, December 27, 1984, p.81.

Dent, Skye. "Kwanzaa: A Celebration of Unity, Afro-American
Holiday Eschews Commercialism of Christmas." Oakland Tribune,
December 27, 1984, p.B2.

"E.C. Alexander Column on Fest of Kwanzaa." ,journal & Guido,
December 23, 1981, p.12.

"Fred Motley Commentary on Kwanzaa." Atlanta Daily World, December
25, 1979, p.5.

Gillian, Dorothy. "Spirit Still Stands." Washington Post,
December 31, 1984, p.B3.
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"Highlights of Kwanzaa Gwaride (Parade) in Los Angeles." Los
Angeles Sentinel, Dec. 31, 1981, sec.A, p.l.

"History of Kwanzaa" Journal and Guide, Dec. 7, 1983, p.20.

Hunter, Charlayne. "Sprit of Kwanza : A Time for Giving." pew
York Times, Dec. 24, 1971, p.28.

"Huskisson Column on Kwanza." Atlanta Daily World, Dec. 25, 1979,
p.l.

"Kwanza Increasingly Popular Celebration." Igjarsllran;lndependent.
Roijsthigehlyl, March 25, 1983, p.9.

"Kwanzaa : African Holiday." Uhuru Na Umoja (C.S.U., Fresno), Dec.
1979, p.6.

"Kwanzaa : Afro-American Holiday Thrives." Oakland Post, December
23, 1984, p.3.

"Kwanzaa Around The Bay Area." Sun Reporter, Dec. 17, 1986, pp.1,
10.

"Kwanzaa Celebrates African Values." The Fresno Bee, Dec. 25,
1980, sec.F, p.l.

"Kwanzaa Gwaride (Parade) Held in Los Angeles." J.Jos Angeles
Sentinel, Dec. 30, 1982, sec.A, p.3.

"Kwanzaa Holiday Customs Explained." Chicago Defender, Dec. 20,
1982, p.5.

"Kwanzaa, Weeklong Afro-American Celebration." New York Times,
December 28, 1988, p.LB1.

LeGall, Maxine A. "Kwanza." Washington Post, December 25, 1981
p.E5.

Libman, Gary. "Modern Kwanzaa Festival Honors the Black Heritage."
Los Angeles Times, December 24, 1988, sec.5, pp.14-15.

Mason-Draffen, Carrie. "Tn Kwanzaa, Two Festive Traditions." New
York Times, Dec. 24, 1986, p.C2.

"Meaning of Holiday of Kwanzaa Explained." Journal and Guide, Dec.
14, 1983, p.11.

Meyer, Eugene L. "Kwanzaa Reaffirms Roots : Holiday Lets Americans
Honor African Heritage." Washington Post, Dec. 26, 1986 p.C1,
C3.
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"Mwatabu Okantah Commentary on Kwanzaa." Call and Post, Dec. 20,
1984, p.A11.

"New Celebration for the Old." 'Jew York Times, Dec. 30, 1982,
p.B3.

Palmer, Donna J. "The Holiday Season : It's What We Do." Roots &
Wings (Los Angeles), Dec. 1982, p.l.

"Popularity of African Holiday Increases." Chicago Defender, Dec.
24, 1977, p.l.

Ritchie, Louise Reid. "Blacks Finding Joy in Kwanzaa
Celebrations." The Fresno Bee, Dec. 24, 1989, pp.H1, H4.

Sargent, Edward D. "Alternative Festival : Kwanzaa Celebrates
Spirit of Community and Heritage." Washington Post, December
25, 1980, p.DC4.

Sargent, Edward D. "Festive Week Celebrates African Heritage."
.Washington Post, December 27, 1982, p.D3.

"Seven Principles of Kwanzaa Explained." Afro American, Dec. 31,
1983, p.15.

Simross, Lynn. "Kwanzaa Week Celebrates Rich Black Heritage." Los
Angeles Times, December 26, 1987, sec.4, p.l.

Simross, Lynn. "Kwanzaa : The L.A. Black Holiday and How It Grew."
LOS Angeles Times, December 24, 1984, sec.4, p.l.

Stevens, Joann, "A Lifestyle Called Kwanza : Black Maryland
Families Celebrate a Week of Ceremonies that Reflect Age-Old
African Traditions." Washington Post, December 27, 1979,
p.MD3.

Stevens, Joann. "Kwanzaa Holiday Helps Preserve African Cultural
Heritage." Washington Post, December 20, 1979, p.DC3.

Turner, Vernon Kitabu. "Kwanzaa Celebration : A Coming Together."
journal and Guide, Dec. 20-26, 1989, p.l.

Worrill, Conrad W. "Karamu, The Final Kwanzaa Event." Chicago
Defender, Dec. 28, 1983, p.9.

Worrill, Conrad W. "Kwanzaa and Black Economic
Chicago Defender, Dec. 19, 1984, p.11.

Worrill, Conrad W. "Kwanzaa and Black Economic
Chicago Defender, Dec. 6, 1983, p.9.
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Worrill, Conrad W. "Kwanzaa and Self-Determination for Blacks."
Chicago Defender, Dec. 13, 1983, p.9.

Worrill, Conrad W. "Kwanzaa and South African Freedom Movement."
Chicago Defender, Dec. 12, 1984, p.11.

Worrill, Conrad W.
Defender, Dec.

Worrill, Conrad W.
Defender, Dec.

"Kwanzaa : More Than a Holiday."
24, 1986, p.14.

"Self-Sufficiency and Kwanzaa."
10, 1986, p.14.

Chicago

Chicago

Young, Joseph. "Kwanzaa Christmas Should not Compete." National
Leader, vol.3, no.5 (December 1984), pp.16-17.

VIII. Periodicals

Campbell, Bebe Moore. "Celebrating Kwanzaa Now:"
December 1986, pp.99, 133-34.

Essence,

Chapnik, Ann. Rev. of Kwanzaa : A New Afro-American Holiday, by
Society for Visual Education. School Library Journal, vol.
33, April 1987, p.74.

Cowley, Susan Cheever and Mary Lord. "Marry Kwanza." Newsweek,
Dec. 19, 1977, p.103.

Duvall, Henry. "Kwanzaa : Afro-American Holiday." Capstone Plus
(Howard University). Dec. 10, 1984, pp.2-3.
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p.35.

"The Story Behind Kwanzaa : An Afro-American Celebration." Soul
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for You!" pamoja (Oakland, CA), December 1980, pp.20-23, 38.
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TXU - 76 - 180).

I - e 1

Collymore, Emily J. Jcwanza (The Afro-American Festival).
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X. ABBREVIATIONS

COMM: Copyright Office History Monograph
Kwanza: Kwanzaa
PAU: Unpublished Performance
TX: Nondramatic Literary Arts
TXU: Unpublished Text
VAU: Unpublished Performance Visual Arts
VHS: Video Home System


